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The Koestler Awards 2020 is now open for entries! 
 
 
Do you enjoy being creative and making art? The Koestler Awards welcomes artists of all levels 
and artforms, giving you the chance to show your creations to the world. 
 
 
The annual Koestler Awards offer cash awards, written feedback, certificates, mentoring, 
publication, exhibition and sale opportunities to people in custody. Around three and a half 
thousand people enter yearly from prisons, secure hospitals and probation services to reap the 
benefits of having a wider audience for their work. 
 
 
Whether you're a skilful musician, recently started writing poetry, or are constantly inventing 
unique hairstyles or street art fonts, the Koestler Awards can give you a creative outlet and 
recognition for your work. 
 
 
Expert judges look at every category to decide who wins cash awards and certificates. Last year's 
judges included ceramicist Emma Bridgewater, journalist Raphael Rowe, actress Lily Loveless 
and musicians Hot Chip. The Themed Category for this year is ‘Window’. 
 
 
Every entry to the Koestler Awards is in with a chance of being selected for Koestler Arts’ annual 
UK exhibition at Southbank Centre. Last year's show was curated by Jazz musician Soweto Kinch. 
Through his selections, he explored entrants’ stories that highlight the diversity and depth of 
experience within our criminal justice system. 
 
 
This September, the UK exhibition is back at the Southbank, and designer Camille Walala will be 
curating the show. Koestler Arts also have local exhibitions and next year they will hold their 
first ever exhibition in Yorkshire, displaying a selection of Koestler Awards 2020 submissions 
from the region. 
 
 
Past entrants can tell you first-hand what it means to share your writing, art, design, music and 
craft with the outside world, and to get feedback for your creative work. Many will tell you that 
entering the Koestler Awards has opened up opportunities and achievements they didn't realise 
were possible: 
 
 

“Without the Koestler Awards I would have had nothing in prison to show me that I 
can change, and that I could make a new future for myself. Hearing people say 

positive things about my work is a new experience and drives me to keep trying.” 
 

-Koestler Awards Entrant 

 

If you have never taken part before, you will be in with a chance to win a First-Time Entrant 
Award, which are exclusively for new entrants. 
 
 
So, what are you waiting for! Enter the Koestler Awards and your work might just get selected 
for an award, exhibition or more! You can get entry forms and information booklets from 
education, libraries, chaplains or by writing to ‘Freepost KOESTLER ARTS’. The deadline is 3 
April 2020. 
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“Every year Koestler Arts looks forward to seeing what will come through our doors for the 
annual Koestler Awards. We have never been disappointed. We know about the huge amount 

of talent there is to be discovered, so do send your creative work to us to be individually 
appreciated by one of our team of great judges” 

 
- Sally Taylor, Chief Executive 

 

 
Koestler Arts UK exhibition 2019 at Southbank Centre 

 

 
Camille Walala at Walala Lounge in 2019. Photography by Charles Emerson 
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Notes to editors 

- Koestler Arts is the UK’s best-known prison arts charity, working across the whole of the 
British criminal justice system – in prisons, secure hospitals, immigration centres, young 
offender institutions and in the community.  

 
Koestler Arts runs the annual Koestler Awards to motivate people to participate in the 
arts, and to showcase the talent and potential of people in the criminal justice system 
to the public. Around 3,500 people enter the Awards each year. Entrants receive 
feedback and certificates, can be selected for public exhibitions or mentoring, and may 
sell their visual artwork. Koestler Arts holds a programme of exhibitions and events each 
year around the UK. The biggest is the annual exhibition at London’s Southbank Centre, 
which over 20,000 people visit. 
 
Each of the 52 categories (such as computer-generated music, spoken word, sculpture, 
animation, fashion, portrait, fiction and poetry) are judged by experts in the field. 
Previous year’s Koestler Awards judges include leading professionals such as Turner 
Prize-winning artist Jeremy Deller; documentary filmmaker Louis Theroux; ceramicist 
Emma Bridgewater; and television presenter Reggie Yates. Artwork can be entered into 
the Koestler Awards on any theme and it will be judged on its artistic merit.  
 
Once this year’s Koestler Awards judging is over, entries will get another chance to shine, 
as designer Camille Walala makes selections for the exhibition at London’s Southbank 
Centre. The exhibition will be open in September. 

- For more information and images, please contact:  

Laura Pattison 
Arts Coordinator, Koestler Arts  
0208 740 0333 
Laura@koestlerarts.org.uk 

 

 

 

 


