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Unlocking funds, unlocking talent 

 

Koestler Arts is the UK’s best-known prison arts charity. For over 50 years, the charity has 

inspired prisoners, secure patients and detainees to take part in the arts, work towards 

positive achievements, and transform their lives.  
 

Our experience and a growing body of evidence tells us that engaging with music, visual 

art, design and creative writing allows prisoners to explore their experiences and 

capabilities, learn new skills, and can be a catalyst for positive change. 
 

“Without the Koestler Awards I would have had nothing in prison to 

show me that I can change, and that I could make a new future for 

myself. Hearing people say positive things about my work is a new 

experience and drives me to keep trying.” 

Koestler Awards entrant, 2018 

Our unique award scheme generates over 7,000 entries each year from establishments 

across the UK. We accept work in 52 different artforms including poetry, painting, film, 

sculpture, music and drawing.  
 

Entrants are given feedback on their work, recognition for their achievement and a chance 

to benefit from exhibitions, sales and a mentoring scheme. Through our annual exhibition 

at Southbank Centre and regional exhibitions across the UK, we aim to share the talent 

and potential of prisoners and people in secure settings with the public.    
 

Koestler Arts has no capital or endowment, and is dependent on voluntary donations and 

the generous support of our donors and partners.  
 

Donating unclaimed client balances to Koestler Arts can ensure that inactive money is used 

to help us transform individuals’ lives, and their relationships with their families and the 

wider community. 
 

Further information about Koestler Arts and the work we do can be found at 

www.koestlerarts.org.uk. 
 

Thank you.  
 

 

Koestler Arts  

168a Du Cane Road 

London W12 0TX 

Tel: 020 8740 0333 

 

Registered charity no. 1105759 

Company limited by guarantee no. 4961363 

 
Chief Executive: Sally Taylor 

Trustees: Dame Anne Owers (Chair), Ariane Bankes, David Banks, Nicholas Bowlby, Stephen Chambers 

RA, Zelda Cheatle, Jane Gillespie, Carl Hardwick, Femi Keeling, Andrea Rose, Robert Taylor 


